a w m

tokyo kyoto

nakame gallery street J2+J3 72 yumiyacho www.artless.co.jp info@artless.co.jp SSQIJI.T%
2-45-12 kami-meguro higashiyama

meguro-ku tokyo kyoto between
153-0051 605-0817 art & design
japan japan

press release

in praise of shadows
shun kawakami x seven shuffles

at COOL JAPAN FUND

art direction & creative directiont: shun kawakami, artless Inc.
video & motiongraphy: tomohiro ishioka, matija suhadolc, akira kondo, Seven Shuffles
photography: yuu kawakami



a
tokyo kyoto

nakame gallery street J2+J3 72 yumiyacho
2-45-12 kami-meguro higashiyama
meguro-ku tokyo kyoto
153-0051 605-0817
japan japan

about

in praise of shadows
shun kawakami x seven shuffles

at COOL JAPAN FUND

w m

www.artless.co.jp info@artless.co.jp

ssalf.'iic

between
art & design

Video installation and print-based works by artless Inc. representative

Shun Kawakami are currently on display at the lobby space of Cool Japan Fund
until the end of July. On exhibit is the video installation “In Praise of Shadows”
which was awarded Gold in the installation category at Salon des Beaux Arts 2017
which took place in the Louvre in Paris, and a series of framed artwork “untitled /
matsu”. As an artist who expresses the Japanese ethos to global audiences,

he was provided with the opportunity to exhibit his work on 5 sequential screens.

The video artwork “In Praise of Shadows” expresses the Japanese concept of
“mu (nothingness)” and “depth of darkness”, a phenomenon where the value of
instantaneous beauty and infinitude is felt through the convergence of the
non-visual senses. As the monochromatic visual floats across the screen,

the space is transformed into a world of shades of darkness.

Shun Kawakami has in the past expressed this notion in static and
three-dimensional forms, but in collaborating with Tokyo and London based
creative agency Seven Shuffles, he was able to utilize the temporal and spatial
nature of the medium to redefine the “reverberations and grace” that is within the
shadows. Although hailing from different disciplines, Shun Kawakami and

Seven Shuffles both explore Japan’s aesthetic philosophy from the perspective of
Japanese creatives who are active overseas. Through the convergence of the
moving image with a global sensibility, the creators attempt to reconstruct the
aesthetic philosophy of Japan's past where scent, weight, temperature,

and sound are felt in the darkness.

installation video - B&
vimeo.com/279591458

COOL JAPAN FUND - 7= v R #48

www.cj-fund.co.jp

Please contact PR representative Satoko for any inquiries.
A7V MBETIEEBENADEICOEEL T artless PR BRE TITEHK T,

satoko@artless.co.jp
03-6434-1345
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artless Inc. is an independently owned global branding agency, headquartered
in Tokyo and Kyoto, Japan. Founded by Shun Kawakami in 2001. Our focus is
on the art & design based advertising and branding projects, and we are

operating in the global marketplace.

Our activities are in the visual communication and the language of design;
branding, design consulting, logo & identity, graphic, web, user interface, video,
motion graphics, product, installation, interior, sign design and architecture.

We form a creative team in accordance with each new project, bringing a new
perspective to every project from our global network. Our collective network
includes creative directors, art directors, graphic designers, product designers,
interactive designers, architects, interior designers, product designers,
videographers, photographers, stylists, hair and make up artists, musicians,
composers, painters, calligraphers, flower designers and food directors.

We do not differentiate between art, design, architecture, digital and other
forms of communication. A diverse challenge extends across different
disciplines, providing us with an experience that broadens our point of view.

shun kawakami jjj v 2y

curator | conductor of design | branding director | artist
(founder of artless Inc.)

Born in Fukagawa, Tokyo in 1977. Representative of artless Inc. He founded
artless Inc. in 2001, starting his career in graphic design for magazines such as
+81 magazine. His disciplines have since diversified; logo identity and branding,
overall visual strategies such as advertising campaigns and websites, visual
expression using technologies such as Ul and video, exhibitions, products,
architecture, sign system, interior design, and installations. He has established

a unique mode of expression that combines different artistic approaches that are
not restricted to design methods. He has received many prestigious awards and
is acclaimed worldwide.
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